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EARLY SETTLERS OF 

widow resides in Springfield. Asahel 
Stone was the last survivor of the class in 
which he graduated in Dartmouth col
lege, of which it ha_s already been stated 
that Daniel Webster was a member. 

STONE, DAN, was born March 
1~, rSoo, in Monkton, Addison county, 
Vermont, and graduated at Middlebury 
College, in his native State, in 1818. He 
went to Cincinnati and· studied law with 
his uncle, Ethan Stone, and was married 
in that city in 1824 to Augusta M. Farm;
worth, who was born March 8, r8o8, in 
Vermont, also. Mr. Stone practiced law 

· in Cincinnati a few years, and during that 
time was a member of the State Legisla
ture of Ohio, and four years a member of 
the City Council. He moved to Spring
field, Illinois, in 1834, and in 1836 was 
elected one of the Representatives of San
gamon county to the Legislature of 
Illinois. He was, consequently, one of 
the "Long Nine." See sketch under 
that headz"ng. While a member of the 
Legislature he received the appointment 
of Judge of the Circuit Court, and was 
assigned to the district in the extreme 
northwestern part of the State, and moved 
to Galena. In 1838 he rendered a deci
sion, with referCilce to the vote of an 
alien, that was distasteful t<;> the Demo
cratic party-he being a vVhig. That 
decision led to a reorganization of the 
judiciary system of the State. The 
Supreme Court then consisted of four 
Judges. In February, 1841, the Legisla
tm;e added five to the Court, all Demo
crats, and made it the duty of the nine 
judges composing the Supreme Court to 
act as Circuit Judges, also. T udge Stone, 
finding himself thus legislated out of 
office, soon left the State, and a few years 
later died in Essex county, New Jersey. 

His son, Henry S., is unmarried and 
lives in San Francisco. His daughter, 
Jennie A., now the wife of Josiah Paul, 
lives in Cincinnati. His widow resides in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, also-1876. 

STOKES, JOHN, was born 
April 14, 1796, in Nicholas county, Ken
tucky. He was married in that county 
April 15, 1819, to Deborah Dickerson, 
who was born Feb. 4, 1798, near Hagers
town, Maryland. They had four chil
dren in Kentucky, and moved to Sanga
mon county, Illinois, arriving in the fall ot 
183o, in what is now Rochester township, 

where four children were born. Of their 
eight children-

.S USAN, born Sept. 13, 1822, in 
Nicholas county, Kentucky. married Isaac 
B. Bell. See his name. 

LOOJSA, born June 22, i~25, in Ken
tucky, married Robert E. Richards. See 
his name. 

BENYAJliJN F., born Nov. 27,1827, 
in Nicholas county, Kentucky, married in 
Sangamon county to Malvina C. Cooper. 
She died and he married Elzirah C. 
Cooper. They had four living children, 
JOHN W., JACOB F., MINNIE 11. 
and GABRIEL, live with their parents 
in Christian county, near Edinburg, 
Illinois. 

WILLIAil£, born Jan. 30, 183o, in 
Kentucky, raised in Sangamon county, 
went to California in 1852, and died 
there December, r862. 

EL1Z4BETH A., born August 6, 
1832, in Sangamon county, married 
Robert E. Berry. See his name. 

YOHN, born April 19, 1835, in Sanga
mon county, married April rS, 185~, to 
Drada Lovelace, who was born August 7, 
r84o, in Shelby county, Illinois. They 
have three living children, CHARLES 
H., IDA A., and HARRIET A., reside 
with their parents near Edinbm g, Chris
tian county, Illinois. 

THOJV'IAS, born Nov. 4, 1837, in San
gamon county, married Priscilla Jones. 
They had three children, two of whom 
died young. Thomas Stokes enlisted 
August, 1862, in Co. E, 1 14th Ill. Inf., 
was taken sick at Camp Butler, conveyed 
home, and died Oct. 28, r862. His son, 
HERSCHEL V., resides with his 
mother, who is now the wife of J ~mes 
Layard. They reside near Sunny Side, 
:Montgomery county, Kansas. 

Eil£JL r, horn April 14, I84o, in San
gamon county, married Samuel Hedrick, 
and died August 25, 1867, leaving two 
children. who live with fheir father near 
MorrisoiiVille, Christian county, Illinois. 

John Stokes died March 1 _s, 1853, and 
Mrs. Dehorah Stokes died Feb. 12, r87o, 
both in Sangamon county, Illinois. · 

STOUT, the origin of this family in 
America is quite romantic. The princi
pal points in their history may be 
found in Benedict's History of the Bap
tists. Some of his statements are based on 
the writings of an earlier historian. The 
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following embraces all that is known on 
the subject: 

Some time during the seventeenth cen
tury, probably about i68o or '9o, a young 
couple just married in Holland, embarked 
on a vessel bound for America. The 
voyage was prosperous until they were 
nearing the port of New Amsterdam, now 
the citv of New York. The vessel was 
wrecked off what is now the coast of New 
Jersey, and nearly all on board drowned. 
The young couple of Hollanders, escaped 
drowning and with a small number of the 
passengers and crew succeeded in reaching 
the shore. Upon landing they were at
tacked by Indians, who lay in ambush 
awaiting their arrival. The whole party 
were tomahawked, scalped and otherwise 
mutilated, and left for dead. All were 
dead except the wife. from Holland. She 
alone survived, and although her scalp 
was removed and she was otherwise hor
ribly mangled, she had sufficient remain
ing strength to crawl away from the 
scene of the slaughter, and secreted her
self in a hollow log which was concealed 
by underbrush. She lay there a day or 
two, during which time her mental and 
bodily suffering may be imagined but can
not be described. She finally made up 
her mind that there was no possibility of 
her escaping with life; that if she remained 
quiet she would certainly die of hunger 
and thirst, and if she attempted to seek 
sustenance, that would expose her to the 
Indians, who would be sure to kill her. 
At this juncture, a deer, with an arrow 
sticking in its body, ran past where she 
was. This led her to believe that Indinns 
were near, and she reasoned that it would 
be a much easier death to let them kill 
her, than to endure the pangs of starva
tion by remaining where she was. She 
then summoned all her remaining strength 
and dragged her body out to an open space 
that the Indians might see her should 
they pursue the deer. In a short ti:1,1e 
three of the savages appeared on its trail. 
Two of them rushed upon her with up
lifted tomahawks, but the third one, a 
chief, restrained them and saved her life. 
It was not humanity, but gain ' that 
prompted him to this act of mercy. He 
took his prisoner to New Amsterdam and 
there received a ransom for her. That 
placed her in the hands of friends who 
gave her the proper surgical treatment 

and nursing as she recovered. The name 
of her husband is not known, neither is 
her own family name, nothing but her 
first or given name, Penelope; a name 
that has stood for more than twenty-five 
centuries, in tradition and literature, as the 
highest ideal of a true and loyal wife. It 
will readily be understood that I allude to 
one of the creations of Homer, the father 
of Greek poetry. A brief statement of 
the case, gleaned from his works will not 
be out of place here. 

\Vhen the Greeks declared war against 
Troy, in consequence of the abduction of 
Helen, the wife of Menelaus, a Greek 
chieftain, it was found that one of their 
number, Ulysses, although a soldier by 
profession, and a farmer in time of peace, 
manifested great reluctance to leaving his 
young and beautiful wife, Penelope, and 
their infant son, Telemachus, for the pur
pose of engaging in the war. He feigned 
insanity, by sowing salt instead of wheat. 
As a test of his sanity, Nestor, whom all 
respected for his wisdom and probity, pro
posed that the infant son of Ulysses 
should be laid in the furrow in front of 
the oxen with which he was plowing. 
The device was successful, and caused him 
to throw 0ff the disguise by saving his 
child. It was expected that the war 
would be brief, but it was extended to a 
long series of years, and of those who 
finally returned, Ulysses was the last, after 
twen_ty years's .absence. Meanwhile, he 
was supposed to be dead, and many suit
ors for the hand of Penelope, pressed their 
claims, and a simple " No " from her 
was not taken for an answer. The very 
thought of marrying again, especially 
while the fate of her husband was in 
doubt, was peculiarly revolting to her and 
she announced her intention of choosing 
a husband among the suitors, when she 
had completed the weaving of a shroud 
for her father-in-law. Her ardent suitors 
waited with all the patience they could 
command until it was discovered that she 
undid at night what she had woven 
through the day. She was then obliged 
to proceed with her work when the long 
absent Ulysses returned just in time to 
save her from what seemed a horrible fate. 

This modern Penelope had no such 
doubts to contend with. The death of 
her first husband was only too sure, hav
ing been witnessed by her own eyea. 
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After her recovery, she became acquainted 
with and married an Englishman by the 
name of Richard Stout. They then went 
over into New Jersey, made themselves a 
home and raised a family of twelve sons. 
One of them, Jon a than Stout, and his 
family, were the founders of the Hopewell 
settlement, in Hunterdon county, New 
Jersey, where Hope well Baptist Church 
was afterwards constituted. Of the first 
fifteen members, nine were Stouts. The 
church was organized .at the house of a 
Stout, and for forty years their meetings 
were held chieflv at the houses of the 
Stouts; after which they erected their 
first house of worship. In 1790, two of 
the deacons and four of the elders were 
Stouts. T onathan Stout lived until his 
descenda;Its were multiplied to one hun
dred and seventeen. Another one of their 
sons, David, had a son Benjamin, born in 
1706. \ He had a son, Jediah, born April 
ro, 1 7S7· His son-

STOUT, PHILEMON, was 
born May rs, I78s, in New Jersey, and in 
1789 was taken by his parents to Fayette 
county, Kentucky. He was married Feb. 
8, r8ro, in Woodford county to Penelope 
Anderson, settled in Scott county in the 
same State, and in 1820 moved back to 
Fayette county. They had seven children 
who lived to maturity. The family 
moved to Sangamon county, Illinois, 
arriving Oct. s, 1836, in what is now Ball 
township. Of their child~en·-

7A CfiSON, born August 6, 18I4, in 
Kentucky, married Jan. 8, 1838, in San
gamon county, to l\tiatilda Willian. He 
died Feb. 24, 1839· His widow married 
Samuel Haines. See his name. 

ELIHU, born Jan. 30, r8I6, in Scott 
county, Kentucky, was married in Sanga
mon county, Illinois, August 30, I839, to 
Rebecca A. Patton. They had three 
children, JAMES M., born June 15~ 
1840, married Mollie A. Mason. They 
have two children, JAMES WILLIAM and 
JOHN PHILE1110N, and live two miles south· 
of Chatham, Sangamon county, Illinois. 
PHILEMON, born Feb. 22·, 1842, mar
ried .Mary Abernathy. They have two 
children, WILLIAM ADOLPHUS and MAR
THA ANN, and live in Auburn, Illinois. 
Mrs. Rebecca A. Stout died Sept. 2I, 
18s2, and Elihu Stout married Mrs. Sarah 
J. Moore, whose maiden name was 
\Villiams. They had two living children, 

THOMAS ELIHU and CHARLES 
H., \Vho live with their father. Mrs. 
Sarah J. Stout died Sept. 17, I866, and 
Elihu Stout was married June IS, I867, 
to Mrs. Margaret E. Davis, whose maiden 
name was \iVilliams. They reside three 
miles southeast of Auburn, Sangamon 
county, Illinois. . 

CHARLOTTE A., born· Oct. 13, 
1817, in Kentucky, was married in Sanga
mon county, Illinois, August 10, I837, to 
Samuel L. Ridgeway. See his name. 

PHJLEJ1£0N, Jun., born April I9, 
1822, in Fayette county, Kentucky, was 
married in Sangamon county, Illinois, 
Sept. 7, 1848, to Melissa Shoup. They 
had four children, three of whom are dead. 
Her only living child, SA1\1UEL J., born 
August 22, 1849, was married July 30, 
1871, to Emma L. Brasfield. They had 
one child, EDNA MAY,.whodied in infancy. 
Mrs. Emma L. Stout died Dec. 20, I87S· 
S. J. Stout, lives in Ball township, two 
miles south of Cotton Hill P. 0., San
gamon county, Ilhnois. Mrs. Melissa 
Stout died February 26, ross, and 
Philemon Stout, Jun., was married 
Oct. 26, r8s6, to Louisa P. Brasfield. 
They have three living children, JAMES 
B., JOAB PHILEMON and lYlE LISSA 
J., live with their parents. Philemon 
Stout, Jun., lives one mile southwest of 
Cotton Hill P. 0., Sangamon county, 
lllinois, where his father settled in 1836. 
He has represented Ball township, in the 
County Board of Supervisors for many 
years, and is one of the most extensive 
farmers in Sangamon county. 

1l£AR 1'~ born Feb. 22, 1~25, in Fayette 
county, Kentucky, was married in Sanga
mon county, Illinois, March 2s, I841, to 
Dickson Hall, who was born June 1 s, 
1813, in Ohio county, \Vest Virginia. 
Thcv had six children, one of whom, 
CHARLOTTE, died in August, 1849· 
They moved to Christian county, Illinois, 
in 1849· Of their five children, 
ELIZABETH E., born March 1, 1842, 
in Sangamon county, was married Sept. 
6, 1870, to Abner Bond, who was born 
August I I, 1832, in Belmont county, 
Ohio. In I838 he was taken to Indiana,. 
and in I8SS came to Christian county. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bond have three children, 
ELBRIDGE, MAY and NELLIE STOUT, and 
live near Taylorville, Illinois. FANNIE 
H., born August 6, 1843, in Sangamon 
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county, was married in Christian county, 
1viarch I, I87o, to George A. Kautz, who 
was born Jan. 23, I833, in Brown county, 
Ohio. They have one child, DICKSON, 
and live in :Moweaqua, Shelby county, 
Illinois. \VILLIAM \V., born Nov. 30, 
I847, in Sangamon county, brought up in 
Christian county, was married May 28, 
I874, in \Vaukegan, Illinois, to Sarah L. 
Stewart, who was born there. Thev live in 
Taylorville, Illinois. :MARY N., born 
Dec. 3I, I849, in Christian county, Illinois, 
was married Sept. IS, I87S' to \Villiam 
M. Dalbey, who was born Feb. 28, I838, 
in Pickaway county, Ohio. He came to 
Sangamon county, Illinois, in I862, and is 
a stock raiser in Christian county, five 
mtles west of Edinburg, Ill. EMMA S., 
born in Christian county, lives with her 
mother. Dickson Hall died June 23, 
I8S4, and his widow lives near Taylor
ville, Christian county, Illinois. 

ELl ZA P., born Sept. 2s, I827, in 
Kentucky, was married Sept. 2I, I848, in 
Sangamon county to \Villiam Forbes, 
who was born in Hardeman county, near 
Bolivar, Tennessee, where they had four 
children. Mr. Forbes was murdered 
there in time of the rebellion, but not con
nected with it. The widow and four 
children came to Sangamon county. Her 
son, John P ., lives near Oswego, La bette 
county, Kansas. ROBERT lives with 
his mother, MATTIE married Joseph 
Drennan. See Ids name. MOLLIE 
lives with her mother. Mrs. Forbes lives 
eight miles south of Springfield, .in 
\Voodside township, near the iirie of Ball. 
Her postoffice is \V oodside, Sangamon 
county, Illinois. 

lJIARTHA A., born May I, I83o, in 
Kentucky, was married Dec. 3, I847, in 
Sangamon county to Robert G. Simpson, 
who was born May 6, I8z6, in Fayette 
county, Kentucky. ~hey ha"e three 
living children. ELLEN R., was married 
Oct. 24, I872, to \Yilliam S. Richardson. 
They have one child. CHARLES M., and 
live in Taylorville, Illinoi3. RAN
DOLPH J. is one of the firm of Barnes 
& Simpson, druggists, Taylorville, Illinois. 
Mr. Barnes, his partner, is a son of Ezra 
Barnes. See his uame. \VILLIAM 
R. lives with his parents in Ball township. 

Philemon Stout, Sen., died Jan. 3I, 
I846, and his widow died Nov. 23, I86o, 

both in Ball township, where they settled 
in I836. 

The Stouts very justly take pride in 
their family history, and being mostly 
Baptists, they take pride in their Baptist 
history also. \Vhen they meet a stranger 
by the name of Stout, who manifests a 
disposition to claim relationship, they ap
ply one test only in their family history. 
They do not ask him to pronounce the 
word Shibboleth, but ascertain if he has 
any knowledge of PENELOPE, and if he 
knows nothing of her, they know nothing 
of him. In other words, they do not culti
vate his acquaintance, in the direction of 
relationship, any further. 

STOVER, SAMUE.L, was 
born Nov. Io, Ioio,in Franklincounty,Pa. 
He was married Oct. 26, I837, in \Vash
ington county, Md., to Elizabeth \Vol
gamot. In the following spring they went 
to Pittsburg, and from there by water, 
down the Ohio, and up the Mississippi and 
Illinois rivers to Peoria, thence to Spring
field in a wagon, arriving in June, I838. 
He settled six miles south of Springfield, 
and had two children there, namely-

SUSAJVNAEI, born Jan, I7, I84I, 
married May 3I, I864, to John B!"other
ton, a native of Franklin county, Pa. 
They had two children, SAlli U .t.L S. 
and MAUD, and Mr. Brotherton died 
Dec. 3, I867, in Springfield. He was a 
druggist. His widow and children re.;ide 
with her parents in Springfield. 

7 OHN, born 11arch 28, I844, married 
Sept. IS, I87I, to Emma \Vagncr, of Ogle 
county. They had two children. He 
died July IS, I87s, in Springfield. 

Samuel Stover and wife lived on the 
farm where they settled in I838, until Jan
nary, r87s, when they moved to ~pring
field, Illinois, where they now reside
November, I876. 

STRAWBRIDGE, THOS., 
was born March I3, I7SS, in county Don
egal, Ireland. Jane Mitchell, was born 
in the town of Ballykelly, county Derry. 
Her mother's maiden name was Straw
bridge, a second cousin to her father. The 
Strawbridge family was of English origin. 
Thomas Strawbridge and wife had seven 
children in county Donegal, and Mrs. 
Jane Strawbridge died in I8o9. The 
family came to America, landing at Balti
more in 11ay, I8IO, and went to North
umberland county, Pa. In the fall of 


