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IIJSTOH¥ OF SANG.A:\JON COUl\TY. 

his brother .Job, who had preceded him eleven 
years. 

Daniel Easley was born October 18, 177:3, in 
Stokes county, North Carolina. In 1791 he 
went to Sonth Carolina, and in 1801 to Cald
well county, Kentucky. He was there married 
in l80;j to Mrs. Margaret Ritchie. They came 
to Sangamon county, Illinois, arriving in the 
~pring of 1830, in what is now Ball township. 
Dani el Easley died at Auburn, Sangamon connty, 
Febrnary 13, 187 4. If the elate of l1is birth is 
correet, as gin' n to the writer by the old g entle
mall himself about fifteen months before his 
death, he waH one hundred years, three months 
and twenty-five days old. 

Hi ~ recollection of events was quite distinct. 
He related incidents connected with the ascen
sion of the first steamboat on the Ohio river, 
whieh he witnessed; also of the \Var of 1812. 
lie united with the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Chnreh when he was eighty years of age. 

The Stout family, though not as old settlers as 
ma11y others, ate worthy of mention in this con
nection. Power, in his History of the early set
tlers of Sangamon county, has this to say of the 
family: 

''The origin of this family in America is quite 
romantic. The principal points in their history 
may be found in Benedict's History of the Bap
tist:-;. Some of his statements are based on the 
writings of an e:-trlier historian. The fo1lowing 
embraces all that is known on the subject: 

"Some time dnring the seventeenth centnry, 
pruhahly ahout 1680 or 1 G90, a young couple, 
just married, in Holland, emb:-trked on a vessel 
bonnd for America. The voyage was prosper
ons until they were nearing the port of New 
Amsterdam, now the city of ~ ew York. The 
vessel was wrecked off what is now the eoast of 
New .Jersey, and ne:-trly all on board drowned. 
The young couple of Hollanders escaped drown
ing. and with a small number of the passengers 
and erew succeeded in reaching the shore . Upon 
landing, they were attacked by Indians, who lay 
in ambnsh awaiting their arrival. The whole 
party were tomahawked, scalped, and otber·wise 
mutilated, and left for dead. All were dead ex
cept the wife, from T lolland. She al one sur
vivetL and although her scalp was removetl, and 
she was otht:rwi se horribly mangled, she had 
suffi cient remaining strc•ngth to crawl away from 
the scene of the slaughter, and secreted herself 
in a l1 ollow log, which was concealed by nnder
bm~h. She lay there a day or two, during 
whieh time her mental and bodily suffering may 
l>e imagined, but cannut be described. She 

finally made up her mind that there was no pos
sibility of her escaping with life; that if she re
mainetl quiet she would certainly die of hunger 
and thirst, and if she attempted to seek suste
nance, that would expose her to the Indians, 
who would be sure to kill her. At this junc
ture, a deer, with an arrow sticking in its holly, 
ran past where she was. This led her to belieYe 
that Indian:.; were near, and she reasoned that it 
wonld be a mneh easer death to let them kill her 
than to end nre the pangs of starvation by re
maining where she was. She then summoned 
all her remaining strength, and dragged her 
body out to an open space, that the Indians 
might see her, should they pursue the deer. In 
a short time, three of the savages appeared on 
its trail. Two of them rushed upon her with 
uplifted tomahawks, bnt the third one, a chief, 
restrained them, and saved her life. lt was not 
humanity, but gain, that prompted him to this 
act of mercy. He took his prisoner toN ew Am
sterdam, and th~re receiYed a ransom 1 or her. 
That placed her in the hands of friends, who 
gaYe her the proper surgical treatment and nurs
ing as she recovered. 'L'he name of her husband 
is not known, neither is her own family name
nothing Luther first and given n:-tme, Penelope; 
a name that has stood for more than twenty-five 
centuries, in tradition ·and literature, as the 
highest ideal of a trne and loyal wife. It will 
readily be understood that I allmle to one of the 
creations of Homer, the father of Greek poetry. 
A brief statement of the case, gleaned from his 
works, will not Le out of place here. 

"\Vhen the Greeks declared war against Troy, 
in consequence of the abcluctior. of Helen, the 
wife of Menelaus, a Greek chieftain, it was 
found that one of their number, Ulysses, 
although a soldier by profession, and a farmer 
in time of peace, manifested great reluctance to 
leaving his young and beautiful wife, Penelope, 
and their infant son, Telemachns, for the pnr
po~e of engaging in war. lie feigned insanity, 
by sowing salt instead of wheat. As a test of 
his sanity, Nestor, whom all respected for his 
wisdom and probity, proposed that the infant 
son of Ulysses should be laid in the furrow in 
front of the oxen with which he was plowing. 
The device ·was successful, and caused him to 
throw off the disguise by saving his child. It 
was expected that the war wonld be brief, but it 
was extended to a lotJg series of years, and of 
those who fin:-tlly returned, Ulysses was the last, 
after twenty year's absence. Meanwhile, he waR 
supposed to be dead, and many suitors for the 
band of Penelope, pressed their claims, aud a 
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t)imple '.No' f rom her Wfl8 not taken for an an
swer. The very thought of marrying again, 1 

esrec·any whih~ the fate of her husband was in 1 

d oubt, was peculiarly reYolting to her, and she 
announced her intention of choosing a hnsbancl I 
a mong the suitor~, when she had eompleted the 
w eaving of a shroud for her father-in-law. I 
H er ardent snitor8 waited with all the patience ' 
wh ich they could command until it was di~coY
ered that she undid at night what she hail woven 
t hrough the day. 8he was then obliged to pro
ceed with her work when the long al>~ent 
Ulysses retumed just in time to saye her from 
what seemed a horrible fate. 

"This modern Penelop e had no such doubt::; to 
contend with. The death of her first husband 
was only too sure, having been witnessed by her 
own eyes. After her recoYery, she b"came ac
q uainted with and married an EngliFbman 1y 
the name of Richard Stout. They then went 
over into New Jersey, made themselves a home 
and raised a famil y of twrlve sons. One of them, 
J onathan Stout, and his family were the found
ers of the Hopewell settlement, in Hunterdon 
county, New Jersey, where 1Iopewel1 Baptist 
Ch urch was afterwards constituted. Of the first 
fifteen members, 11ine were Stouts. The church 
was organized at the hou~e of a Stout, and for 
forty years their meetings were held chiefly at 
the houses of the Stouts; afte"r which t bev 
erected their first bouse of worship. In 1700, 
two of the deacons and four of the elllers were 
Stouts Jon a than Stout lived until his de
scend~nts were multiplied to one 1nmdred and 
seventeen. Another one of their sons, David, I 
had a son Benjamin, horn in 1 70G. He bad a 
son, Jediab, born April 10, 1757. l~is son Ph\le
mon, came to Sangarnon county m 183G, and 
died some ten years later. Several of the I 
family yet liYe in the township, and are well 
known. 1 

"The Stouts very jnstly take pride in their 
family history, and being mostly Hapti~ts, they 
take pride in their Baptist history also. \\~hen 
they meet a stranger by the. name of Ston t, who 
manifests a disposition to claim relationf;hip, 
they apply one test only in their family history. 
They flo not ask him to prononnee the word 
Shibboleth, but ascertain if he has any knowl
edge of Penelope, and if he knows nothing of 
her, they know nothing of him. I 11 other word~, 
they do not cultivate his acquaiiitanee in th e 
direction of relationship, any further." 

Captain .Jol> Fletcher, one of the oldest living 
sett lers now living in the township, came in l s:Jo. 
(See Eketch.) 

In 1829, a company of 1-ix ty-thrt>l' l er~ous 
came from Ohio, among whom were ..(\.h:;;olom 
.Meredith and family, Isaac Clark an1l family, 
David Clark and family, .i\Ir. Snell a111l other~. 
Among other early settlers were .JM( ph Dixon, 
.Joseph (htlin, Daniel Ford, :\Ir. ~\Yerill, Edin 
Lewis, \Villiam Eads. 

l\llLLS. 

The first mills in the township were the old 
fa:::;hioned horse mills, often describecL Thomas 
Black had one on his place, anrl alf'o .Joseph 
Drennan and Robert Pnl1iam. The first water 
mill was erected in 1827, by A. Lathrop on Sugar 
creek, on section two. This was a saw mil l. 
Subsequently it. was sold to John PmTis, who 
built a grist mill in connection. Mr. Pun·is r11n 
a distillery, which, like others ~t that cla~·, w:1s 
extensively patroni7.ed. nlr. Pnnis ~uld to 
Leroy Hill and Hill to Robert McCondy abont 
1840. .Mr. McCondy diell in 1843, and the mill 
passed into the hands of rrimothy Shoup. In 
1850, \Villiam D. Crow purchased it, a11d in 
1857 tore it down and re-lmilt a larger :1nd more 
substantial building. The mill wis rnn f'xclu
siYely by water nntil 1866, when steam was in
troduced. It is now run by water or steam or 
both, as it pleases the operator. The mill bas 
three run of stone and does a large bu:siness, 
about one-half of which is custom work. \Yil
liam D. Crow died in 1869, and was snC<'eC'ded 
by his son. 

POST OFFICE. 

In 18G2, after the organization nf the One 
Hundredth and Fourteenth regimt>nt Illinoi::; 
Y olunteer Infantry, a large number of whom 
were from Ball and Cotton Rill townships, the 
desire sprung up by many living in both town
ships for a post office in the neighborhood, that 
they might earlier receiYe news from the ::;eat of 
war. A petition was eirculated, praying for the 
estahlishmt>nt of an office, and the appointment 
of Da,·is Mereditl1 as postmaster. The prayer 
of the petitioner~ was granted, antl the oftice 
was established with 1\Ir. l\Iereditb as postmas
ter. It was calle<l Cotton Hill, although located 
in Ball township, on section twclYe. During the 
dark days of the war, the yard of :\1 r. ~Ieredith 
was often fille<l with anxious men aml women, 
awaitiug the arriYal of the mail tb1t they might 
hear newH from alJsent ones, fighting their coun
try'~ lJattles. \Yhcn the war was oyer, ::L\Ir. 
:;\I m·edith resigned the office, and James Terry 
was appointe1l postmaster. The office was re
mov('d to .1\I r. Terr; 's residence, two miles south, 
011 ~ection 24. Here is remained aboutone year, 
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the present farm in 1875, and owns eighty acres 
of land, which is worth $50 per acre. Demo
cr:1.tic in politics. 

Samuel J. Stout was born in Sangamon 
~onnty, Illinois, August 22, 1840, and was the 
son of Philemon and l\lelissa Stout, nee Shoup. 
He was rai8ed on a farm, and his education was 
recieved in the common schools, attending 
Mount Zion one year, Lincoln one year. He 
was married July 30, 1871, to Emma L. Brass
field. She was born in Menard county, Illinois, 
August t• , 1850. They had born to them Edna 
1\fay and Sarah l\lalissie, both of whom are 
deceased. He lost his wife December 20, 187 5. 
He owns one thousand and forty aeres of land, 
situated in Ball township, which is under a fair 
state of cultivation, and worth $50 an acre. Has 
held the office of Supervisor for two terms, and 
politically is Democratic. 

Philemon Stout was born in Scott county, Ken
tucky, April 19, 1822, and was the son of Phile
mon and Penelope (Anderson) Stout, natives of 
New Jersey. They emigrated to Kentucky, and 
afterward to this county, in the fall of 1836, 
locating in Ball township, where they are en
gaged in farming. His father died January 21, 
18-Hi, and his mother in November, 1860. The 
subject of this notice was raised on a farm, and 
remained with his father until his death. In 
184 7, he married l\lelissa Shoup, who was born 
in Ohio March 25, 1829, and they had four 

children. In l8i15, Mrs. Stout <liell, and in 1856 
l\lr. Stout married Louisa P. Brassfield, born in 
Clark county, Kentucky ; of their four children, 
three are living: James D., Joab P. and Malissa 
l\L Clara is deceased. l\Ir. Stout commenced 
on his farm in moderate circumstances, but he 
now owns 0ne thousand eight hundred acres of 
well improved land, and has given large quanti
ties to his children. lie has held the office of 
supervisor in this township several terms, and is 
an enterprising and benevulent citizen. In poli
tics, he is a Democrat. 

Hi1·am TV. lValker was born in this county, 
April 31, 1832; son of Samuel and :Martha (Han
nah) 'Valker, who were natives of Virginia, and 
came to this county in October, 1828, where they 
resided on a farm until their death; the father's 
occurring August 31, 1834, and the mother's 
in April, 1852. Hiram "\V. resided on a farm 
until 1857, when he was married to l\Iartha J. 
Scoot, born in l\lorgan county, Illinois, February 
13, 1832; and they have bad three children, viz: 
l\Iary Luella, born 1\Iarch 24, 1858; Lucy Alice, 
born October 26, 18G1, now Mrs. "\V. J. Peddi
cord; and Charles Frederick, born July 21, 1863. 
1\Ir. ,V. moved upon his farm of eighty acres in 
186~; it is a well improved farm, and worth $50 
an acre. He has held the office of Road Commis
sioner, and bas been a member of the School 
Board. Himself and wife are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. He is a Democrat. 
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